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of France in their impious songs, and in brutal vows
called down destruction upon the National Assembly.
Tell him that even in his palace his courtiers joined in
the dance to the sound of this barbarous music, and
that such also was the prelude to St. Bartholomew's
Day. Tell him that that Henry whose memory is
blessed by the universe, that ancestor whom he chose
as his model, sent provisions into rebellious Paris, while
his ferocious ministers turn back the bread with which
commerce would supply his loyal and starving capital I"
This may seem rant and fustian, meant for the ears of
the galleries at Versailles and the Parisian mob, but it
is only fair to remember that the royalist Ferrieres
did not think the language stronger than the occasion
warranted, and believed that nothing but the fall of
the Bastille and the revolt of Paris prevented the
violent measures which had been determined on against
the Assembly, and which already inspired the courtiers
with insolent triumph.

Less excusable are the apologies made by Mirabeau,
in the same number of his paper, for the popular excesses.
"How great," he exclaims, "must be the virtue and
moderation of the people, since, even when the dungeons
of the Bastille disclosed the secret atrocities of despotism,
they were not provoked to greater bloodshed! The
oppressors of the people calumniate it and affect to fear
it, in order that they may excuse their tyranny and
deaden their conscience! If these events had taken
place at Constantinople, we should all say that this was
an act of popular justice, that the punishment of one
vizier would be a lesson to others !"

An abominable and^ cold-blooded apology for murder,